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“ It seems to give the best percentage of cures with the least amount of 
opacity.” And about an operation which has recently attracted consid¬ 
erable attention, on account of its use for purposes of professional adver¬ 
tising, the facts are well stated thus: 14 In cases where the whole cornea 
is leueomatous and, consequently, where no restoration of sight can be 
obtained by means of an artificial pupil, transplantation of a portion of 
clear cornea from a rabbit’s eye, or from a freshly enucleated human 
eye, has been repeatedly performed by ophthalmologists in various parts 
of the world. Very many of these operations have been perfectly suc¬ 
cessful in a surgical sense, i.e.. in so far as the healing-in of the trans¬ 
planted flap was concerned; but, with two exceptions, they all ended in 
disappointment, in consequence of the flap not retaining its transpar¬ 
ency. In the course of a week or two, the transplanted portion invari¬ 
ably became as opaque as the leucoma had been before.” The excep¬ 
tions referred to are two of von Hippel’s cases, in one of which “ the 
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flap continued transparent and vision=— ” twenty months after the 

cc 

operation. 

To elucidate the Holmgren tests for color-blindness, a card of sample 
colored wools is given, which will enable one to select from any fair 
variety of zephyrs a good set for practical use. We miss, however, the 
colored plates of various conditions of the eye-ground, which we are 
beginning to look for in any complete treatise on ophthalmology; and 
many of the woodcuts are of rather inferior quality. These are, however, 
but minor defects in a very valuable book, which, we predict, is destined 
to grow in the favor of the profession. E. J. 


A Text-book of Pharmacology, Therapeutics, and Materia Medica. 
By T. Lauder Brunton, M.D., D.Sc., F.R.S., Assistant Physician and 
Lecturer on Materia Medica at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. Adapted to 
the United States Pharmacopceia, by Francis H. Williams, M.D. 
Third edition. 8vo. pp. 1305. Philadelphia: Lea Brothers & Co., 1888. 

The rapid appearance of successive editions of Brnnton’s Pharma¬ 
cology is not surprising. IBooks of great value are duly appreciated by 
the profession and quickly become popular. This is shown by the popu¬ 
larity of a number of recent works on materia medica, which present in 
a condensed, well-digested form all that has been thus far acquired in 
regard to the action and uses of medicines. That improved editions 
should appear at comparatively short intervals is a natural consequence 
of the rapid growth of the science of pharmacology. The experimental 
method of studying the action of drugs, which is now pursued in a great 
number of pharmacological laboratories, is rapidly increasing our knowl¬ 
edge. The results of such laborious investigations are published usually 
in elaborate papers. But these contain ?.» many details pertaining to 
the peculiar methods of experimentation adopted, that few practitioners 
have time to read them, or they are published in journals to which few 
have access, or iu languages which few can read. Fortunately, the 
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authors of the standard works on materia medica carefully examine such 
original papers and reproduce in a condensed form whatever throws more 
light on the physiological action of drugs; hence, the marked improve¬ 
ment and numerous additions found in each successive edition. 

Among the recent works which fully represent the most advanced 
state of pharmacology, Brunton’s treatise is regarded as holding the first 
place. It is not difficult to understand how it has attained this exalted 
position. Before writing his book, Brunton had taught materia medica 
for many years, and had himself pursued the experimental method of 
research. His careful experiments had done much to clear up the mode 
of action of some important medicines; the results he had found were 
corroborated by other investigators, and were referred to as trustworthy 
by all writers on pharmacology. He had thus acquired a reputation for 
profound attainments which eminently fitted him for the great task of 
composing a treatise on materia medica. It is needless to add, that his 
book fully justified the most sanguine expectations, and that the masterly 
section on general pharmacology and therapeutics has received the unquali¬ 
fied admiration of all thorough students of pharmacology. 

Since the issue of the first edition, three years ago, Brunton has cease¬ 
lessly labored to improve his book, and in every respect to keep it up to 
date. Improvements and additions are found in every part. Especially 
has the section on general pharmacology and therapeutics been carefully 
revised. Among the more important additions are brief discussions on 
the nature of ptomaines, the struggle for existence between the organism 
and the microbes which invade it, the pathology and treatment of 
tremor, the action of drugs on the retina, the arrest of colds, the selection 
of remedies in the treatment of cough, the pathology and treatment of 
bronchial asthma, and the action of drugs on the movements of the 
stomach. The section on materia medica has been improved in arrange¬ 
ment, and the new remedies which have recently gained some reputa¬ 
tion have been briefly described, especially hypnone, urethan, iodol, 
pyridine, antifebrin, and saccharin. 

These additions, together with some forty new illustrations, and a 
greatly extended index of diseases and remedies, have considerably 
enlarged the volume, so that it contains 275 pages more than the first 
American edition. Notwithstanding the large size of this work, the 
feature which first impresses the reader familiar with books on materia 
medica is the conciseness of the descriptions of the action and uses of 
medicines. At first it may be supposed that the descriptions are imper¬ 
fect, riud. that fulness has been sacrificed for brevity; but a careful 
examination of the account of any important medicine will show that 
nothing of importance has been omitted. 

Perhaps, in regard to some of the recent additions, the author, in 
order not too greatly to increase the bulk of the volume, has studied 
brevity too much. Thus, the description of the recently discovered use 
of calomel is so brief that it may possibly mislead some practitioners, 
and thus bring into discredit a really valuable and powerful agent. All 
the author says is the following: “ Calomel is a useful diuretic in some 
cases of dropsy, especially when due to heart-disease. It must be given 
in doses of four or five grains, repeated when necessary, salivation being 
prevented by a chlorate of potassium gargle, and diarrhoea by small 
doses of opium.” The reader will probably understand this passage as 
meaning that one dose of four or five grains will produce a diuretic 
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effect; and that the same dose may be successfully repeated when the 
urine has again become scanty. According to Jendrussik ( Deutsch . 
Arch . /. kiln, med., Bd. xxxviii. p. 499), who discovered the diuretic 
action of calomel, aud to whose article Brunton refers, doses of three 
grains, repeated from two to four times daily, will usually not produce 
an increased secretion of urine before the third day. 

To the student of medicine, who is determined to understand the action 
and uses of medicines as thoroughly as is possible at the present time, 
this book may be recommended as greatly superior to all others; but 
let him remember that, to acquire the mine of knowledge it contains; he 
must study it closely and laboriously, and especially master the section 
on general pathology and therapeutics. S. N. 


Index-Catalogue to the Library of the Surgeon-General's Office, 

United States Army. Authors and Subjects. Vol. IX. Medicine 

(Popular)—Nywelt. 4to. pp. [13] 1054. Washington: Government 
• Printing Office, 1888. 

The opening twelve pages of this volume contain abbreviations of 
titles of medical periodicals employed in the Index-Catalogue,_ being 
the second addition to those published in the seventh volume, while the 
rest of the volume is occupied with the catalogue proper. This part 
covers more than a thousand double-columned pages, containing 
“ 13,151 author’s titles, representing 6,834 volumes, and 12,818 pam¬ 
phlets. It also includes 9,999 subject titles of separate books and pam¬ 
phlets, and 29,120 titles of articles in periodicals.” To this brief 
description nothing can well be added which will improve the reader's 
idea of the magnitude and scope of the work, yet some may be inter¬ 
ested to learn that as we glanced over the closely printed pages of this 
ninth volume we found that no less than thirty-six of them were con¬ 
cerned with the subject of Monsters. 

It has been our agreeable duty for several years to comment upon these 
volumes as they have annually issued from the press, and it will be readily 
seen that we can have nothing new or interesting to say at the present 
time concerning a work which has won for itself such, a good degree. 
The high opinion we have entertained of the value of this work remains 
unclmuged, and is only confirmed by the passage of time. As the work 
steadily approaches completion the profession at large is to be congrat¬ 
ulated that the end of its desires in tliX3 direction draws near, and he 
who does not appreciate its scientific value can only be excused upon 
the plea of ignorance or indifference. Some among us are naturally 
impatient to see the work finished, yet when the minute care required 
in putting a book of this kind through the press is borne iu mind, we 
presume greater rapidity of issue is not reasonably to be expected. 
While thus congratulating the medical profession upon the progress of 
a work which must ever remain a monument to the grandeur of the 
science it loves, we should fail alike, both in duty and inclination, did 
we not utter words of sincere thanks, and sympathizing encouragement, 
to him who conceived the idea of this great catalogue, and who has 



